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DRAPE/

Within an area of about 12 mi.les square lying south of the Inverurieto Insch
road lie some 20 bloclks of woodland which comprise BennachieForest, The two

nain blocks called Bennachieand Pitfichielie to the north and south of the
River Don respectively vhile to the west is the very attractivevood of Whitehaugh
tothe east extending towarda Inverurieand Kemnay are most of the snaller blocks.

The total area of the forestincludingthe unplanted "tops"is around 15 000 acres.
Huch of it is land that is too steep, too poor or too rocky for normal agricultural
purposes.

The forestlies between the higher ranges of the GrampianMountainsand the
BuchanPlain and provides many varied and fine views especiallyto the north, The
most nagnificent of these are to be had from the BennachieRidge and the 11lstone
Hill whi ch lies close by the Ridge to the south east.

The main speciesof trees used for planting were Seots Pine, Larch, and Spruces
asd lany of the plantations have nov reached a stage where they are produeing
mostly small and some quite large timber.

Many of the forest blocks are young, for the land on which they were planted was
only purchased after the Second World War,

bete
GEOLOGY AND LANDSCAPE:

The Hill of Bennachie forns a huge island of red granitewith schist to the west
and gneiss (pronounced"nice") to the east. The granitewas forned as lava cooled

slowly underground and is knowa as an igneous or "fire-forned"rock. The other

tro stzange sounding rocks were formed,millions of years ago by the action of heat

and pressure on deposits of silt and mud and are knovn as metamorphic or changed

rocks.
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The destructive force of the glaciers in the Iee Ages followed by the veathering

action of wind, rain and frost graduallywore avay the softer rockcs covering the

granite. The effect has been toprodicethe dranatie rock pillars-and steep

hillsides we can see on Bennachie today. The granite is very hard but it is also

subject t0 weathering and erosion. This produces the bizarreshapes and massive

blocks of stone found on and close to the sunit pealcs.

The castellated ridge of Bennachie with its famous wTaps" extending tor about five

niles fron east to west tends to dominate the landscapefrom the north east. Despite

this, Bennachie is not very high rising only to about 1 700 feet. It is on the edge

of a large lowland flatterarea thus throwing the slopesinto marked relief. The

ridge is visible from great distances over the "Buchan"plain of Aberdeenshireand

fron the seas beyond it.

nThe Mi therTap o'Bennachie
The sailor's lan"narkfrae the sea"

Oxen Craig, towards the middle of the ridge, is the highest point at 1 733 feet

above sea level.J/ The northernface of the forest is a steep one but the rest of

it falls avay in a series of peaks and valleys to the east, south and west, occupying

rounder, more gentle slopes, while further avay to the south west across Strathåon,

lie the great peaks of the Grampiansthemselves- Lochnagar and the Cairngorns.

Bennachiedemonstrates in niniature the transitionzone betweenbetter agricultural

soils of the great coastal plain of Buchan and the Horay Mrth and the rocky bare

areas that reach up to the tops of the Grampian mountainarange.

WILD LIPE

Within the area of BennachieForest there are many habi tats or communi ties containing

a vezy wide variety of plant and aninal 14fe. The range of these from the wd.ndsvept

high tops and plateau (of the riâge to the shelteredlush fringes of the River Don is

very clear. Each habitat has its on characteristicgroup of plants and aninalsand



the enthusiasticbut patient observer will find study of them all most revarding.

The sumnit is rioh in mountain plants, such as the alpíne clubmoss, the oloudberry,

the blaeberry and the crowberry. The dominant plant is the Ling or heather, and the

purple bell heather can be found groing amongst it. In the wetter areas can be

found bog cotton, heathrush, while sundew and buttervartare cómnon. An interesting

feature is the frequenoyof the dense svards of woodrush growing on the more

shel tered parts of the hill, On the high tops can be found the mountain hare,

rildcat, red grouse,short-oared owl, golden ploverand curlew. Birds of prey such

as the buEzard and kestrel frequentlyhunt over these open areas searchingfor mice,

voles, rabbits and hares. !
The habi tat changes in a dramatic and visual way as one descends from the roalky tops

past the hardiermosses and lichens through the heath moorland into thevoodland

below.

The present forestis nan nade and contains many trees not native to Britain, but it

still contains a remarkableanount of natural plant life, Native trees such as birch,

rovan, ash, hazel, alder and oak can be found growing in the rides, alongsideburns

and even amongst the conifers. In some places, fairly large areasof hatursl

have bean left to help improve the visual and environmentalquality of the forest.

Forests, and Bennachie is no exception,are excellentplaces to searchfor fungi,

li chens and mosses which occur in great variety and nunbers, Pox, badger, red squirrel

and roe deer find shelter and proteetionamongst trees and though you may not see them,

you nay find their tracks in the soft ground al ong the walks and rides or beside the

forest roads Watering places are also good places to seek the signs of their

presence.

Bird life is particularlyabundant,vith many species living and breeding in the

forest. Here may be seen the taay owl, voodeock, great spottedvoodpecker, coaltit

and goldorestbut especiallyinterestingis the Capereaillgie, the largest menberof2

dlackoek?



the grouse fanily. The cock is a huge bird veighing sone 10-12 lbs and loolcing

like a black turkey, while the hen is smaller and grey/brownin oolour.

Finally, the habitat changes from woodland to the valley floor here the forest

meets the open fields and the river side, lere plant 1ife is mmeh richer and

lururious containing nany grasses and floweringherbs the identificationof which

can be a challenge. In addition to the woodland animals and birds there can be

found the otter,nallard, goosanderand heron along the river banks, vhile the

mole, brovn hare, oyster catahe, partridgeand slkylark can be seen and sometimes

beard in the open fields.

HISTORY AND LEGEND

The araa is rich in archeological remains, from pre-historicalstone cireles and

standing stones to the more recent ruined castles. A Celticmonument, knon as the

Haiden Stone can be seen near Pittodrie,while there is a fine ezanple of an Iron-Age

hill fort on the sumnit of the Mither Tap. In later times, castles were built at

Balquhainand Harthill,and their remains can still be seen, The Battle of Harlaw

Was fought close by to the east, in 1411. Ballads and legends tell of this great

event.

There are many storiesabut the locality. The hill was reputed to be the haunt of

vizards,fairios and even Satan himself, It has almost certainlyalvays been an

integral part of the oulture of the lo0al populationand holds a special place in the

hearts of those living in the locality. In 1973,an organisation ealled mghe Bailies

of Bennachie"vas fomed, whose objecta ware to co-operatein proserving the

amenities of the area and to oollect together informationon the history of the region,

The Bailies have rocently published a booklet which contains an axtended acoount of

the history and legend of the Hill ot Bennachie.

PACILIRIESFOR VISITORS

Car parks, picnic sites and toilet facilitieshave been provided on the north side of



Bennachie at Puttingstone, A ign post �irecting traffic to the "Back o'Bennachie"

Car Park lies a little west of the village of Oyne on the Insch road, Here cars can

be parked in the sheltered seclusion of the f orest and children can play and picnic

on the large expanse of grassland near by.

"0 gin I were whaur Gadie rins
At the Back o Bennachie"

Anew visi tor centre, with car park and picnic site, has been buá lt alongside the

unclassified "Lord'sThroat" zoad vwhich runs alongaidethe north banlk of the River

Don, This contre illustratesmuch of the inforaationcontainedin this boolklet.

From both these sites, waymarked forest walks have been constructedto view points

and points of interest,and the routes are described below.

Another car park called the "BennachieCar Park" lies near Pittodrie off the Chapelroad

of Garioch/and isunder the control of the Local Authority.

BENNACHIEHILL WALKS

Fron Puttingstone,two short walks are availableon the northern face of the hill.

Both these follow the first leg of a long walk coloured yello to the sumnit of

Mither Tap and en route there are colour coded or signposted branches leading to

other peaks. A1l have sign posts or colours to distinguishthem.

The shortest walk foll ows the yellow markcers to a forest road and then returns

followingvhite arrows to the car park. Time about fifteen minutes.

Another short walk follows the long walk coloured yellow for about 750 yards uphill

before branching to the right. It then descends the hill following the red arrovs

to the car park.. Time about 45 minutes.

The yellow wallk heads directly up hi11 towards the Mither Tap from the car park.

Points of interest oft the walk are clearly signposted and loop routes to Oxen Craig

and Craigshannoah are vaynarked blue and orange respectively. From the sumit of



Kither Tap, it is possible to follo� a route to the north east doa theMaiden
Causeway to the District Counoil car parlk at Pittodrie, Short links from the
orange l0op to Craigshannoch also lead to the Maiden Causeay and areclearly
signposted..

The return walk,to the sunmit of 0xen Craig should talce a 1ittle over one hour

while the return walk along the yellow route from HitherTap vill take at least
two hours.

HILLSTONBHILL WALKS

Tvo valks start from the Visitor Centreon the banks of the River Don. The short

walk 1ies through the voods behind the Centre, and there is a long walk to thesunmit
of MillstoneH1ll.

The short walk is marked with red arrowed (or chevroned)posts and. should talke about
15 minutes.

The long valk,marked with yell ow arrowed (or chevroned) posts,leads up to the sumit
of i1lstone Hill, Itis quite arduous, and those ing 44 should be tLt and ell ahod,
From the sumit on a clear day, the view is outstanding. To the south and west can be

seen the peaks of Lochnagar and the Cairmgorms,while to the north is the castellated

ridge of Bennachie, with the Buchan Plain beyond., At least two hours should be allowed

for the return jourmey to the top of the Millstone HLll,

CAUTION

Those venturing on the long wallcs deeri bed above should be fit and well clad, At

certain times of the year, Aretic conditions prevail on the top of Bennachie,and as

with allhill valking in Scotland,due regard should be paid to the risk that the hill

and weather may ontain. The routes have been sited to avoid hasards and should be

followed. The granite faces of Kither Tap and Craigshanno ch are precipitous in places

and it ls necessaryto keep a close vatch on children in these areas. The tuo long

Wazs are both marked yellow and leaâby the most direct route domhil1 to the nearest



car park,

A1l visitors can help preserve their heritage with vigilanceagainst firevhich

can destroy in minates all the forest,moorland and wild 1ife that isroundabout.

The rislk is very great especially in dry weather.

Dogs must be lkept under control to avotd disturbing other people and the ild

life.

Please take your litterhome,


