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The canpat Durno, aper deenshi re, andthesite
of MONS & aupi us

ByJ.

THE discovery of amRoman canp at
of Inverurie,

Durno, six niles in

Aberdeenshire, Was made on 26 July 1975,
inthe course of areconnaissance fiight fromScone
to the Moray rirth. Only about haf the
perimeter, including t WO gates (each with a tra
verse) WAS visible at thetime of djscovery, but tnis
was enough show that SO

airfeld

to the area exceeded

acres. Further observation fromthe 4r in | 976—
770 and field-work, including the digging of @
number of ditch-sections,? have established the

tine of the ditch round the greater part o the

perimeter, proving the areato be apout |40 acres
(57 ha.).

The canp (centre at NJ 699572) occupies
even ground between 100 M and 135 IM above
0.D., divided into several that belong to
Logie HOmMe Farm and to the
of Easterton, respectively (PL. xixy. The
ruins of Logie DUrnoO church iie only a few hun
dred metres to the SE, but the land is NOW within
the parish of Chapel of Garioch, centred upon the
ham et of that name 3.5 km away, to S of the
rivee Urie. The shapeof the canp approximates

w arectangle, having along axis aligned NW SE,
but the north-easternnost sector of each of the

fields
West erton,

to

st eadi ng

long sides isinclined northwards, sothat the whol e
NWend is tvisted in that direction. This may be
quite deliberateplanning totake best advantage of
the ground. The highest groundwithin the canp
Sin the centre and in the mi ddl e seotor of the
NE side: a fold in the ground followed by the
Side-road T T OM Easterton

rounded nhit1, of which the SUMM t iies just
N the gate, fromthe rest of the canp, and
he axis of a second fold runs through the E angle.
may be judged

to Westerton separ at es

wth

The f or mof t he topography wel |
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enough from the general plan (FIG ) yWith con
tours at No part
steep sl ope,
could b€ pitched al most anywhere,
alittle terraci ngwas undert aken;

25-ft. the area

and

particularlyif
nevert hel ess, the
canp appears to extend rather far down the sl ope
to the SW Thishas the advantage of bringing it
Wi thin easy reach of the smal Iriver Urie, the only
effective  supply of water.

In the account that the canp is des
cribed at the S
angle. The departure o the plan froma rect
angle makes for awkward use of the

intervals. of

OCcupi s an  excessively tents

foll ows,

in a clockw se circuit, starting

poi nts of

conmpass : the two |ong sidesare, for convenience,
descri bed as SW and NE, the t wo short si des
as and ' sg'. The marked changes in direc

tionin the t WO |ong sides have the errect that the

al ignment of about a thirda of each of those sides
is mainly and s.

Trenches were dug toestablish the |ine of the
ditch where the evidence of ai r - phot ogr aphs

:The following  photographs in the Canbri dge
Uni versity Col | ection are relevant for @ study of the
canp: ss-ice, BVE 1-13 KI7-AJ 5.5 taken
26 yuy 1975; CAF 2645, 52-53 taken 21 July |976:
CDE 19-30 taken 20 July, and CDV 1-6l, Kl 7- AS
s50-51  taken 31 July ro77.

2l @Mgratetu to M A A snith, of pitbee, Pit
caple, WhO kindly gave pernission for work in the
fields of Logie Home farm to M John suart of Hi Il

head of Lethendy Who pernitted g gging in the fields

of Westerton, and 1o M H. Ohidag of gasterton, for
wor k near Easterton.

| N both 1975 and r976, G Maxwel| and N. B.
Cl ayton hel pedwi th the digging, beingjoined in r976

and by D. W1Iingtonwith boys from
QA enalnond; in r977 a few trenches
and C. D. «. Joseph. Wt hout

not have been attained SO

by R Qgilvie
Trinity Col | ege,

wer e dug by G Maxwel |
all this help theresults could

qui ckly.
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Fe 1. Roman canp a Durno, Aperdeenshire (contoursin feet).

needed to be confirnmed or wherethe ditch re

mai ned inisinie (FIG 1). The S angle and ad
joining parts of the S\/\énd SE sides tiein afield
that has been ingrass for the 1ast fewyears. From
the angle, the line of the SE side was traced for
455 mup aslope. It then ran out tothe surface,
and no ditch remained at the upper end of the

field, having presumably been renovedby pl ough
ing down the siope. The SWside was qui ckly
established infour trenches, for @ distance of SOMe

I50m Beyond, the line of ditch, only faintly
visible in 1975 appeared as a distinct par ch- mark

in 1976, when a gate together Wi th its traverse
could be distinguished. A mi nor change indirec
tion occurs about 50Mfromthe centre of the gae
The remai nder of the SWsi de, together with th
rounded \/\/angl e, has beenvisible as a crop-mans
inail three years of observation (PL. XVII g,

cluding @ second gate with traverse. A change

id
direction of 30° occurs at that gate. The stde
lies Within fielas that likewi se have been in gras

opti

for the last three years; nevertheless under -
MUM condi tions, the course of the diten could i
inl976”

be discened. THhe line was confirmed



