AGRICULTURE IN THE COLONY

	GENERAL

· Needed to be fairly self-sufficient 

· Free food – berries, nuts, fungi, herbs, nettles, etc., possibly the odd bit of game if nobody was looking, but certainly not enough ……………... so how did they manage to survive?

· Clearing vegetation - we know each of these dwellings had small acreages of lands attached to them growing oats, barley and rye.
· They also had kitchen gardens or “kailyards” which included potatoes, kale, turnips, peas and fruit bushes, possibly gooseberries, currants and raspberries.   Also wild Cherry trees or “Gean”. 

· What soil would have been like when they first arrived.  6-7” deep then a glacial till, stones and boulders.

CAIN COUTIE

· Excavated in 1990 with help by locals and University of Wales

· Fields 1 Northside, 1 Southside

· Kailyard to west side. 

· No soil tests here

· ‘Illicit’ whisky still in book of 1890 but so far no evidence has been found by our archaeologists, but still looking!

SHEPHERDS LODGE

· One of the 3 colony sites to have test pits and soil sampling undertaken with help of AU.

· Samples taken from 3 areas: outside fields, inside fields and kailyard

· Results showed:  

· Outside fields soil depth very shallow 16-18 cm (6”-7”) to glacial till, stony and infertile. 

· -
Inside fields showed 30-66 cm    (12”-24”) - indicating improvement

· -
Soil in kailyard depths to 94 cm (3ft+) improved by turves.

· Also showed fields had been ploughed - evidenced by medium-fine sand dragged up from glacial till.


	A-FRAME

· Needs more investigation

· Possible older site prior to colony building??

WESTEND  

· Still being surveyed 

· Kailyard may have been to top left

BURNSIDE  

· Soil samples

· Soil in kailyard improved by turves

· Ploughed topsoil in fields.
· Drainage ditch dug 150 x 50 cm (60” x 20”) dug on North slop to take water away from fields.

· Also Under-field drain dug (40 cm (-16”) into glacial till, filled with cobbles and covered over again.)

HILLSIDE

· Largest colony site.

· Ploughed topsoil in fields.

· Under-field drains found on Hillside.

· Dug 40 cm (16”) into the dense glacial till, filled with elongated cobbles and covered over again.  

· Soil in kailyard improved by turves.

GOWK STANE

· Still to be fully investigated, but has several dykes surrounding the house

· An interesting standing for a hayrick.

Also:

· Some Colonists had small numbers of cows, sheep, pigs, hens and bees.  It was recorded that one Colonist had 400 sheep but whether he owned them or he was just looking after them it did not say.




Part of the Bennachie Landscapes Project has been not only to research the individuals who lived in the Colony but also to investigate the crofts to see how the Colonists existed.  Once the excavations started it revealed the layout of fields and kitchen gardens (or kailyards as they were generally called) around the dwellings, so we started thinking about what these fields were used for.  Questions like what type of crops were they growing, were they for their own use, did they have sheep, cattle, pigs or chickens, and even perhaps what did Bennachie offer for free to help with their existence.  If they were growing crops what did they have to do to the land to improve it?  You only have to look around Bennachie to see how stony and poor the soil is.  

So slowly through our investigations we have started to build a picture and it is showing just how hard some of these people must have worked on their land.  Some of our investigations have been of a scientific nature and have involved tests on the soil in the fields, kailyards and around the perimeters of the crofts.  The difference in the soils shows a distinct variation and illustrates what lengths the colonists went to in order to improve their land.  As we go round the individual dwellings I will illustrate different points of interest, but for now just remember the original depth of the soil before the colonists arrived was only 6-7 inches before it met the glacial till. 

Delving into the archives we now know they grew oats, barley and rye and their kailyards included potatoes, kale, turnips and peas.  (Judging by the number of raspberry canes that keep regrowing they probably had these too!)

Bennachie has sphagnum peat moss – 

Top layer (turve) used for thatching croft before finishing with heather or broom

Second layer used for improving soil

Bottom layer used for fuel.

We’ve also been looking into what food would haven been available to the Colonists.  Not just the free food such as berries, herbs, nettles, fungi, etc., which no doubt they would have used to supplement their diets, but also the land attached to their dwellings.  Through our investigations we know they worked hard on this land, first by removing stones and boulders and then by improving the soil, either using peat or compost from their middens. These middens would have contained wood ash from their fires, thus creating “potash” which would have helped reduce the acidity of their kailyard.   

How did they exist?  

Small acreages of land were worked on by removing stone and improving the soil, which eventually produced crops – oats, barley and rye.  They also had kitchen gardens – kailyards - which included potatoes, kale, turnips, peas and fruit bushes.  

Some Colonists had small numbers of cows, sheep, pigs and hens.  It was recorded that one Colonist had 400 sheep but whether they were actually owned by him or he was just looking after them it did not say.  
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