The Bennachie Colony

House Facing Directions.   

Andrew Wainwright

The location of the houses in the Bennachie Colony and the direction in which they face has been investigated. Compass bearings were taken on two walls of the houses; the long one, usually the back one except where this was inaccessible, and a short one at the side to give the facing direction. Also noted was the general direction of the maximum slope of the ground. The raw observations are given on the accompanying figures. 

In front of most houses is what is referred here as a terrace. It is a flat area between three and five meters wide with a low stone dyke defining it on the far side. These are roughly horizontal but may slope gently in one direction or the other. They may continue beyond the area of the homestead as a road or track but not always. 

The bar chart shows the facing directions of all houses. Most face in a South South East direction, with Esson's Croft facing East and Shephers's Lodge South East. Hillside is anomalous as it faces NNE. However it has been suggested that the two houses preserved on the site replace an earlier one along the back wall of the homestead. (referred here to Old Hillside) which faces SSE again. 

The houses generally face down hill; the difference between facing direction and maximum slope is usually less than 20 degrees. West End and Esson's are exceptions in that the differences are 40 and 45 degrees. Old Hillside is normal but the new one faces across the slope.

Most of the houses are located at the edge of their cultivated land, usually at the uphill side of it. Burnside and Hillside are exceptions in that they are located on the lower reaches of their land, but both sites are close to the top of a steep slope going down to the Clachie Burn. At Burnside the terrace is about ten meters from the top of the slope but at Hillside it is very close at the east end but much further away at the west.

Apart from Gouk Stone, all houses are dug into the hillside behind them. Where they face directly downhill the excavation is fairly even all along the back wall, but where they are more oblique the excavation has had to be much more extreme at one end than at the other. At Burnside there is a narrow passage behind the house, about a meter wide. The floor of this is about a meter above the floor of the house and the general ground surface above the path is about another meter higher. So the purpose of this passage may have been more to reduce the load of the uphill soil on the back wall of the house and reduce dampness than as a means of access.

The view that would have been seen from the door and windows of the houses is now often obscured by surrounding trees. Esson's and Shepherd's Lodge undoubtedly had the best views over the valley of the Hervie Burn and on down to the River Don. The view from those looking in a more southerly direction would have been towards the spur of Millstone Hill rising steeply on the far side of the Clachie Burn. However from the terrace at the front of these houses the view towards the Don would still have been good. Indeed Alexander Mitchell is quoted as saying that Hillside(?) "commanded a grand view of the country to the East" (Fagan 2011, p45).

In conclusion it appears that the houses were located by pragmatic settlers. They found a suitable piece of ground that was reasonably flat and presumably as stone free as any in the neighbourhood. They then built their house to one side so as not to interfere too much with the agricultural production or even so as to be able to see it all from their front door. Generally this was at the base of the steeper ground at the back of the land. Here the house was orientated across the slope simply to reduce the effort needed to dig out the area to make a level foundation.

Facing Direction and Dip of Land.
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Observations

	House
	Str of House
	
	Ground 
	Dir of Slope
	Difference
	View
	Misc.

	West End
	245/160
	Parallel to road behind house. Built up in front to east. Road 3-5m. Rises to W.


	Dug into base of slope. Steep behind
	120
	40
	E ridge of Millst Hill. Over Don Valley to left.
	

	Shepherd's Lodge
	220/13
	Parallel to Terrace (5m) and  road (3m)in front.


	Dug into base of slope. Steep behind
	140
	-10
	Over Don Valley.
	

	A Frame
	264/180
	Faces down hill.


	Dug into base of slope. Steep behind
	170
	10
	Over Don Valley
	

	Esson's Croft
	185/095
	Terrace in front 5m. Very sl slope to S.
	
	140
	-45
	Over Don Valley
	One block with drilled hole.

Main road 5m.



	Cairn Cootie
	262/167
	Across local slope. Ground behind higher in NW corner.


	
	130
	37
	Completly obscured by trees.
	

	Burnside
	265/170


	Terrace in front 3m. Passage behind 1m..


	House & passage dug into hill. Flat  area behind. Steep slope to burn.
	150
	20
	To E ridge of Millst Hill
	Dyke on steep slope so prob. cultivated.

	Hillside

(MacDonald)

Back wall
	160/070

070/160
	House aligned sideways. Road/Terrace to S.

Back wall of homestead, pos back of original house.


	Steep slope in front to burn. Close to dyke at W but 20. to E. Dip 180. Gentle slope behind.
	150
	-80

10
	To E ridge of Millst Hill
	.

	Gouk Stone
	260/165
	Terrace in front 3m. 


	No definite digging in. Road 3-5m. Rises to W.Gentle dip 180. Then steep to burn.


	165
	-5
	Obscured by trees.
	Gentle slope behind.


House

Name as given in Oliver et al. (2013)

Str of House
Bearing on long wall (Front) / Bearing of side wall towards facing direction



Comments on immediate surroundings of house.

Ground Slope
Observations of the slope around house.

Dir of Slope
Bearing of the direction of maximum slope as seen by eye.

Difference 
The difference between the facing direction and maximum slope.

View

Comments on the view as seen from the front of the house mainly fowards.

Misc.

Any other observations.

